
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
June 9, 2026 

 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
 
The Honorable Doug Burgum    Jessica Bowron  
Secretary of the Interior     Acting Director, National Park Service  
1849 C Street N.W.      1849 C Street N.W.  
Washington, D.C. 20240    Washington, D.C. 20240 
 
 
Dear Secretary Burgum and Acting Director Bowron,  
 
 I write regarding the persistent lack of transparency that the National Park Service (NPS) 
has demonstrated in its efforts to help President Trump leave an indelible imprint on our nation’s 
capital. Your disregard for legal process and public interest has been apparent in projects ranging 
from the construction of a White House Ballroom and triumphal arch to the resealing of the Lincoln 
Memorial Reflecting Pool and expansion of the Rock Creek Tennis Center.  Accordingly, I write 
to request documents and information regarding NPS’s work related to President Trump’s 
preferred projects in the Washington, D.C. area.  
 

Regular reports have revealed significant problems in the renovation or construction of 
monuments and spaces across the Washington, D.C. area.  These drastic changes appear to be 
subject to the President’s latest whims: for example, just last week President Trump announced 
without warning that he is also considering adding a promenade connecting the Potomac River to 
the Lincoln Memorial.1  While it is important that we maintain our national landmarks as they age, 
the scale, cost, and permanence of these projects has revealed  troubling patterns of waste, fraud, 
and abuse across these episodes.   

 
The first of these patterns is blatant corruption.  The Reflecting Pool contract was 

apparently awarded in a noncompetitive process to a company that had a previous relationship 
with President Trump for an inflated profit margin.2  The known donors to the White House 

 
1 Luke Broadwater, Trump Plans to Create a Promenade at the Lincoln Memorial, N.Y. Times (June 4, 

2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/04/us/politics/trump-lincoln-memorial-promenade.html. 
2 See, David Fahrenthold, Reflecting Pool Contract Has ‘Inflated’ Profit Margin, Government Analysis 

Finds, N.Y. Times (May 27, 2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/27/us/politics/reflecting-pool-contractor-
trump.html. 
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Ballroom include a host of companies and individuals with business before the Administration.3  
And repairs to the fountains at Lafayette Park are apparently being done under a no-bid contract 
at an inflated sum by a construction company that has become a favorite of the President.4 
 
 Second, these episodes consistently demonstrate a shocking lack of transparency.  The 
Administration has not publicly provided a list of all of the donors to the White House Ballroom 
or the amounts of their donations.5  The Reflecting Pool and the construction at Lafayette Park 
were awarded under secretive contracts for seemingly inflated sums, with the contract at Lafayette 
Park reportedly coming in at a total of $17.4 million for work the Biden Administration in 2022 
had estimated would cost $3.3 million.6  Work on the arch was reportedly set to begin under an 
existing unrelated contract for engineering services on the White House grounds, a move 
seemingly designed to bypass a public bidding process.7 
 

Third, running through all these incidents is an inexplicable disregard for legal process. 
NPS has reportedly justified its decisions to rely on non-bid contracts due to purported “urgency” 
that does not hold up to even mild scrutiny.8  This process was used to rush through contracts for 
both the work at Lafayette Park and the Reflecting Pool, and those are just the known examples.9  
NPS has also reportedly decided it will not seek congressional approval for President Trump’s 
arch, relying instead on an approval from 1924 for a different structure in the same area that was 
never built. 10  Similarly, the Trump Administration disregarded environmental laws prior to 
dumping waste from the White House Ballroom project at the golf course on East Potomac Park, 
waste which subsequently tested positive for significant levels of toxic metals. 11 Finally, the 
Trump Administration moved forward at extraordinary speed with the long-term lease of property 
including and surrounding the Rock Creek Tennis Center to an individual with financial interests 

 
3 See, e.g., Allison Pecorin & Katherine Faulders, Democratic Proposed Bill Would Put New Restrictions 

on Donations to Trump's Ballroom, ABC News (Nov. 18, 2025), https://abcnews.com/Politics/democratic-proposed-
bill-put-new-restrictions-donations-trumps/story?id=127594947. 

4 See David Fahrenthold, Luke Broadwater, and Andrea Fuller, Firm Building Trump’s Ballroom Got a 
Secret No-Bid Contract for a Nearby Job, N.Y. Times (April 25, 2026), 
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/04/25/us/politics/lafayette-park-fountains-trump-contract.html. 

5 See Pecorin & Faulders, supra note 3. 
6 See Fahrenthold, supra note 2; Fahrenthold, Broadwater, and Fuller, supra note 4. 
7 Sarah Blaskey & Jonathan O’Connell, White House Planned to Start Triumphal Arch Work Under 

Unrelated Contract, Wash. Post (May 14, 2026), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/investigations/2026/05/14/trump-officials-okd-use-white-house-contract-begin-
triumphal-arch-work/. 

8 See Fahrenthold, supra note 2; Fahrenthold, Broadwater, and Fuller, supra note 4. 
9 See Fahrenthold, supra note 2; Fahrenthold, Broadwater, and Fuller, supra note 4. 
10 Dan Diamond, Trump Officials Say They Can Build 250-foot Arch Without Congress’s Approval, Wash. 

Post (May 20, 2026), https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2026/05/20/trump-officials-plan-build-arch-without-
congressional-authorization/. 

11 See Maxine Joselow, Soil at D.C. Golf Course Where East Wing Debris Was Dumped Contains Toxic 
Metals, N.Y. Times (May 4, 2026), https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/04/climate/east-potomac-golf-debris-
toxic.html. 
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in the site, despite documented concerns from NPS employees that the lease did not meet legal 
requirements for conservation.12  

 
NPS’s mission is to “preserve[] unimpaired the natural and cultural resources and values 

of the National Park System for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of this and future 
generations,”13 not to run roughshod over the law in order to help the current President benefit his 
friends and alter our cultural heritage however he sees fit. The Permanent Subcommittee on 
Investigations (“the Subcommittee”) is conducting an inquiry into NPS’s continuing disregard for 
the law and its mission, as well as its apparent waste of taxpayer resources.  Accordingly, pursuant 
to Senate Rule XXV of the Standing Rules of the Senate and Senate Resolution 94 (119th Cong.), 
Section 12, I write to request that you provide the Subcommittee with the following information 
by June 23, 2026: 

 
1. A list of any contracts awarded under any “urgency” exceptions to normal open-

bidding procedures from January 20, 2025 to the present, including the date the 
contract was awarded, the company or individual awarded the contract, the amount 
of the contract, a brief description of the work to be undertaken pursuant to the 
contract, and the justification for the use of an “urgency” exemption; 

 
2. A detailed description of any environmental testing that was conducted on the waste 

dumped at East Potomac Park prior to its dumping; 
 

3. A complete list of any and all companies that currently have a contract or who have 
submitted bids to provide work regarding the contemplated arch near Memorial 
Bridge, including the amount of the contract, the date it was awarded, and a brief 
description of the work to be undertaken pursuant to the contract; 

 
4. A complete list of any and all companies that currently have a contract to provide 

work regarding renovation or restoration of the World War II Memorial, including 
the amount of the contract, the date it was awarded, and a brief description of the 
work to be undertaken pursuant to the contract; 

 
5. A complete list of the donors and their donation amounts made to the Trust for the 

National Mall for the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom; and 
 

6. A complete list of any projects (including new statutes or monuments or 
renovations to existing statutes or monuments) currently under consideration on 
land controlled by NPS in Washington, D.C., Maryland, or Virginia. 

 

 
12 See Rick Maese, Park Service Officials Raised Alarms Over Trump Administration’s Tennis Center Plan,  

Wash. Post (June, 1 2026), https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2026/06/01/national-park-service-officials-
raised-alarms-over-rock-creek-tennis-center-plan/. 

13 Our Mission, National Park Service, (last updated March 11, 2026), 
https://www.nps.gov/aboutus/index.htm. 
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Please also provide the Subcommittee with the following records14 by June 23, 2026: 
 

1. All records regarding the ongoing work conducted on the Reflecting Pool; 
 

2. All records regarding any renovations to the fountains at Lafayette Park; 
 
3. All records regarding the proposed arch near Memorial Bridge;  
 
4. All records regarding planned renovations for the World War II Memorial; 

 
5. All records regarding any planned new promenade at the Lincoln Memorial; 

 
6. All records regarding the lease of Rock Creek Tennis Center and the surrounding 

lands;  
 

7. All records regarding donations made to the to the Trust for the National Mall for 
the President Donald J. Trump Ballroom, including communications 15  with 
potential donors and Pledge Agreement Forms; and 

 
8. All records regarding any work contemplated on land controlled by the NPS in 

Washington, D.C., Maryland, or Virginia.  
    

Please contact Subcommittee staff should you have any questions about responding to this 
request. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 

Sincerely,  
  
       
 
  
Richard Blumenthal 
Ranking Member 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

 
 
cc:  The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 Chairman 
 Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 

 
14 For purposes of this request, “records” include any written, recorded, or graphic material of any kind, 

including letters, memoranda, reports, notes, electronic data (emails, email attachments, and any other 
electronically-created or stored information), direct messages, chats, calendar entries, inter-office communications, 
meeting minutes, phone/voice mail or recordings/records of verbal communications, and drafts (whether or not they 
resulted in final documents). 

15 For purposes of this request, “communications” include any records, as defined above, transmitted in any 
way between two or more individuals or entities. 


