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mitigation can only be accomplished with sufficient attic depth as currently engineered, and any 

reduction in this depth will fundamentally compromise mathematically validated blast-attenuation 

parameters and lead to catastrophic structural failure of the underlying node. 

7. Currently, the West Wing is optimized for daily executive operations rather than 

engineered to withstand modem asymmetric attacks, necessitating a layered, hardened East Wing 

to protect the President and key staff. Furthermore, relying on emergency evacuation is tactically 

flawed; moving the President off-site activates classified movements and Continuity of Operations 

(COOP) assets that can often only be used once because their operational security and classified 

locations are permanently compromised upon activation, exposing the National Command 

Authority to transition risks during transit. Securing this reinforced subterranean node guarantees 

uninterrupted command and control in place. Finalizing this defense-in-depth architecture is a non­

discretionary prerequisite to ensure the President can maintain continuity of government, 

uninterrupted operations, and effectively exercise National Command Authority during an attack 

or global crisis. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on August 13, 2026. 

Secretary of the Army 
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